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Migration in the EU and the Discourse on Welfare Tourism
TAKAHASHI Kazu
Increase of migrants in the EU caused the anti-immigrants discourse in immigrants 
receiving countries. Recently the criticism against “Welfare Tourism” is obvious. ‘Welfare 
Tourism’ means that migrants immigrate for the purpose of receiving the social welfare 
without paying taxes. Why is the discourse of ‘Welfare Tourism’generated in these days?
 After 2004, when the EU had been enlarged eastward, especialy after 2007, when Rumania 
and Bulgaria became the member of the EU, a lot of immigrants came to the center region of 
the EU, so caled “Blue Banana” region. This situation caused the anti-immigrants milieu in the 
receiving countries. The EU commission asked member states to entitle immigrants as same 
citizenship as native citizens. According to the EU commission, non-active migrants are a few 
and the cost of their social welfare is not so much as the people suppose. But the discourse on 
welfare tourism could not be displaced. One reason is the securitization of the immigrants. The 
EU commission and the governments of the member states targeted the migrants as the risk 
of the social security. The other reason is the change of the welfare policy. Because of the 
shrinkage of the revenue, governments have to reduce the social alowance but it is dificult for 
the people who enjoyed the social welfare already to accept the reduction. Then governments 
use the migrants as the excuse for the reduction of the social alowance.
‘Welfare tourism’ is not substantial but the discourse. However, the discourse is a usage for 
the government to excuse for the selective immigration policy, which infringe on the EU 
Treaty and Citizenship Directive.
